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Daour Mike

Thank you for your letter of 2 December regarding Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) in
Wales.

The Nitrates Directive (1991) (The Directive) aims to protect water quality by preventing
nitrates from agricultural sources polluting ground and surface waters and by promoting the
use of good farming practices. Measures introduced under the Directive in Wales intend to
safeguard both human health and the natural environment, for example by avoiding or
reducing pollution by toxic substances in drinking water and reducing eutrophication of
watercourses. The European adopted targets for Nitrate levels reflect international World
Health Organisation guidance which the Welsh Government means to follow.

The main objectives of the Directive are compatible with the Welsh Government’s
sustainability principles enshrined in the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act 2015 and the
Environment (Wales) Act 2016. Legislation introduced under the Directive is one of the key
instruments in achieving improved water quality across Wales and reducing the impact of
intensive agricultural practices on our environment.
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The Directive gives Member States the option to designate discrete targeted NVZs or to
adopt a whole territory approach whereby all land within Wales will be subject to the action
programme.

| am currently consulting on the implementation of the Nitrates Directive in Wales and the
consultation closes on 23 December.

This consultation document invites opinions from individuals and organisations on:

e options for future designation of NVZs — a targeted approach to designation of
discrete NVZ areas or applying the action programme throughout the whole of
Wales.

e Proposals to modify the Action Programme measures implemented within the NVZs.

These proposed new areas follow the latest evidence and data from Natural Resources
Wales about waters in Wales which are classed as nitrate polluted waters under the current
Nitrate Pollution Prevention (Wales) Regulations 2013.

Implementation of the proposals in the Action Programme following the designation process
will contribute to an integrated approach to tackling diffuse pollution in water courses. This
will, in turn, contribute to meeting other water quality requirements and the Welsh
Government’s wider aspirations for the environment in Wales.

The Action Programme proposals in this consultation document are underpinned by
detailed scientific evidence generated through research commissioned by the Department
for Environment and Rural Affairs (Defra) to inform the implementation of the Nitrates
Directive in the UK. The existing Action Programme measures and the additional measures
contained within this consultation are likely to have greatest operational and financial impact
upon dairy and beef farming practices. This is a proportionate response. Between 2010
and 2015, an average of 61% of recorded agricultural pollution incidents per year, were
from dairy farms and 19% from beef farms.

The consultation exercise will help the Welsh Government to develop its policies for tackling
water pollution with the aim to reduce Nitrate levels in water courses. The UK’s withdrawal
from the European Union may provide an opportunity in the future to review our approach to
tackling diffuse pollution in agriculture. However, it will be imperative for any future policy
decision not to have a detrimental effect on public health and Wales’ natural resources.
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